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cu.ni Ann  ha  beAbAtitAnn, 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 
Lower  Kevin  St., 
Dublin. 


cutnAnn  nA  LeAbAnLArm, 

An  LeA^A-plAnn  ptnbl/iT>e, 
SnAi-o  locuAnAc  CAoiriiJm, 

Aca  Cl/IAC, 

18th  November,  1907. 


D-ear  Madam  or  Sir, 

We  append  copy  report,  together  with  account  and  balance  sheet 
for  the  two  years  ending  30th  June,  1907,  duly  audited  by  Messrs.  Kean  & 
Co.,  Accountants. 

The  annual  meeting  to  consider  both  will  be  held  at  above  address  on 
Wednesday,  the  27th  day  of  November,  1907,  at  8  o'clock  p.m.  You  are 
particularly  requested  to  be  present. 

Should  you  be  unable  to  attend,  the  Council  would  be  glad  to  receive 
any  suggestion  which  you  may  wish  to  bring  before  the  meeting. 

Your  attention  is  particularly  directed  to  that  portion  of  the  report 
which  refers  to  the  publication  of  the  Ordnance  Survey  letters.  Those 
relating  to  the  County  of  Down  have  been  printed,  but  the  proofs  have  not 
been  revised.  The  publication  of  the  letters,  by  instalments  only,  must 
commence  in  next  number,  unless  the  income  is  increased  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  justify  the  expense  of  publication  in  a  separate  volume  with  townland 
names  and  illustrations.  This  expense  would  only  be  justified  by  the  member- 
ship being  doubled,  which  could  easily  be  effected,  if  each  member  would 
bring  in  one  other  member  forthwith.  The  revision  of  the  proofs  has  been 
kept  back  in  order  to  give  the  members  this  last  opportunity  of  enabling  the 
Council  to  bring  out  the  material  completed  in  one  separate  volume. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  portraits  of  those  writers  which 
appeared  in  the  Journal,  and  to  the  desire  of  some  members  to  have  copies  for 
framing,  the  Council  decided  to  arrange  for  reproduction  for  them.  We 
send  them  herewith.    They  consist  of  : — 

Portrait  of  Thomas  Davis. 
Portrait  of  Rev.  Maxwell  Close. 

Portrait  of  John  O'Donovan,  from  painting  by  Charles  Grey. 

Do.  do.  from  painting  by  Bernard  Mulrenan. 

Portrait  of  Right  Rev.  Mgr.  O'Laverty.  . 

Do.  do.  from  painting  by  Miss  Harrison. 

The  following  members  have  undertaken  to  submit  papers  during 
Winter  and  Spring  Sessions  : — 

Bibliography  of  Works  on  Irish  Numismatics.    SeAti  jaII. 

Some  Specimens  of  Dublin  Printing  of  the  Eighteenth  Century. 
Mr.  E.  R.  McC.  Dix. 

The  Moore  Library  in  the  Royal  Academy.    Mr.  James  Starkey. 

Good  Sense  About  Public  Libraries.    Mr.  T.  W.  Lyster. 
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An  t)Aile  £An  teAbAntAnn.    SeAjAn  "Ua  CeAUlAig. 

Some  Suggestions  for  Library  Administration.    Mr.  James  Barry. 

An  CummAnAib  te  Vi-AjjAi-d  conri-t,ei§eAcc  •oo  "beAnAtfi  '-pA  ^AiLe. 
"OotnnAl/l  6  ConcotoAin. 

The  Modern  Public  Library.    Mr.  John  Condon. 

The  Care  of  Books.    Mr.  J.  J.  O'Neill. 

What  Books  should  our  smaller  Libraries  contain.  Mr.  Henry  Dixon. 

The  Council  would  be  glad  to  have  similar  help  from  other  members. 

Your  subscription  for  year  commencing  1907-8  became  due  on  1st  July 
last.  Please  let  us  have  cheque  or  postal  order,  made  payable  to  Treasurer 
for  the  amount  together  with  arrears  (if  any)  as  at  foot.  Having  regard  to 
the  expense  of  Journal,  we  should  be  glad  to  have  amount  by  return. 


We  are, 


Yours  faithfully, 


J.  P.  WHELAN, 
HENRY  DIXON, 


Hon.  Secretaries. 


P.  J.  McCALL, 
P.  J.  ROONEY, 


Hon.  Treasurers. 


Subscription  for  year   ending  June,  1907 

Subscription  for  year  ending  30th  June,  1908,  payable  in  advance 


o  10 


o 


Total 
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REPORT  FOR  YEARS  1905=7. 


PROGRESS,  MEETINGS,  MEMBERSHIP. 

The  Council  are  pleased  to  be  in  a  position  to  state  that  the  progress 
of  An  Cum  Ann  during  the  two  years  ending  June,  1907,  has  been  satisfactory. 

Its  monthly  meetings  were  maintained  without  break  in  the  Kevin 
Street  Library  by  the  kind  permission  of  the  Dublin  Corporation,  and  the 
Council  desire  to  again  place  on  record  their  sense  of  the  valuable  and 
practical  aid  thus  received  from  that  body. 

Starting  with  a  membership  of  51,  brought  to  88  at  June,  1905,  there 
has  been  a  steady  increase  since.  The  total  number  at  the  close  of  the 
third  year  (June,  1907)  amounting  to  196  members,  and  that  total  has  been 
further  added  to  by  still  more  recent  additions.  The  membership  now 
includes  the  following  public  libraries  : — Library,  Trinity  College,  Dublin  ; 
National  Library  of  Ireland,  the  Dublin  Municipal  Public  Libraries  ;  the 
Public  Libraries  of  Belfast,  Cork,  Limerick,  Drogheda,  Blackrock,  Co. 
Dublin  ;  the  Linenhall  Library,  Belfast ;  and  the  Astor  Public  Library, 
New  York,  also  the  librarians  of  the  National  Library,  College  of  Science, 
and  of  the  public  libraries  of  Capel  Street,  Thomas  Street,  and  Lower  Kevin 
Street,  Dublin,  and  of  Waterford,  Glasgow,  the  John  Rylands  Library, 
Manchester,  and  the  King  Street  Public  Library,  Manchester.  This  public 
recognition  of  the  utility  of  An  CumAnn  is  gratifying.  The  Council  desire 
to  urge  upon  the  members  the  importance  of  inducing  all  those  in  sympathy 
with  its  objects  also  to  join.  The  advantage  of  co-ordinating  and 
methodising  the  efforts  of  individual  workers  is  obvious.  It  would 
greatly  add  to  the  effectiveness  of  An  Cum  Ann  were  the  Journal  quarterly 
instead  of  half  yearly,  and  this  can  be  done  only  by  increasing  our  revenue 
in  the  way  indicated. 


EVENING  MEETINGS. 

A  feature  which  the  Council  would  like  to  see  continued  is  the  evening 
meetings  for  the  reading  and  discussion  of  papers  on  library  and  kindred 
matters  ;  members  who  have  time  and  opportunity  are  invited  to  share 
in  this  work.  Those  already  held  in  the  spring  of  1906  were  well  attended 
and  much  enjoyed  by  both  members  and  some  of  the  public.  Members  resi- 
dent in  the  country  are  urged  to  contribute  papers;  if  unable  to  attend,  they 
would  be  read  for  them. 


FINANCIAL  POSITION. 

The  financial  position  of  An  CumAnn  has  been  much  improved.  The 
account  and  balance  sheet  to  30th  June,  1907,  audited  by  Messrs.  Kean  & 
Co.,  is  appended.  The  accounts  show  that  although  An  CumAnn  commenced 
its  second  year  with  a  liability  of  ^36  13s.  gd.,  yet  that  at  the  close  of  the 
third  year  1907,  after  allowing  for  the  discharge  of  all  liabilities,  there  is  a 
balance  in  favour  of  An  CumAnn  of  £g  gs.  gd.  In  addition  there  are  in  stock 
the  number  of  extra  copies  of  the  Journal,  which  were  ordered  at  each  issue 
to  enable  complete  sets  to  be  supplied  to  new  members  desiring  and  paying 
for  them. 
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OBITUARY. 

The  Council  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  the  following  members  : — 

Dr.  John  Kells  Ingram,  Vice-President,  which  occurred  on  the 
i  ith  May,  1907, 

Mr.  Joseph  Doyle,  who  died  on  20th  January,  1906. 

Mr.  Thos.  Dagg,  who  died  on  6th  April,  1906. 

The  O' Conor  Don,  who  died  on  30th  June,  1906. 

Mr.  David  Comyn,  who  died  on  22nd  January,  1907. 

Mr.  Henry  Egan,  who  died  on  6th  November,  1907. 

By  the  death  of  Dr.  Ingram,  the  fame  of  whose  scholarship  extended 
over  Europe,  the  library  movement  lost  one  of  its  staunchest  supporters. 
He  had  been  identified  with  it  for  many  years,  and  from  the  establishment 
of  public  libraries  in  Dublin  until  recently  he  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Public  Libraries  Committee.  The  encouragement  given  by  him  to  the  Council 
of  CumAtin  nA  LeAbAfvlArm  was  a  strong  support  to  them  in  their  earlier 
struggles.  His  memoir,  with  bibliography  of  his  writings  by  Mr.  T.  W. 
Lyster,  and  suitably  illustrated,  will  appear  in  our  next  number.  The 
illustrations  will  include  a  reproduction  of  a  copy  made  by  Dr.  Ingram  of  his 
ballad,  "The  Memory  of  the  Dead." 

Mr.  Joseph  Doyle,  whose  death  occurred  immediately  after  his  appoint- 
ment as  Manager  of  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Hibernian  Bank,  and  at  an 
early  age,  would  probably  have  been  one  of  the  most  progressive  of  Irish 
bankers  in  the  interests  of  the  development  of  Irish  commerce  and  of  Irish 
industries. 

Mr.  Dagg,  one  of  our  first  members,  recognized  the  necessity  of  free 
libraries,  and  was  anxious  for  their  promotion. 

The  O' Conor  Don's  association  with  so  many  movements  connected 
with  Ireland,  of  which  the  most  noted  of  later  years  was  the  Financial 
Relations  Commission,  is  too  well  known  to  demand  any  special'notice.  His 
letter  to  the  Council  in  reference  to  the  Ordnance  Letters,  emphasized  the 
necessity  of  their  publication.  Unfortunately  he  did  not  live  to  see  the 
issue  of  the  first  instalment. 

The  death  of  Mr.  David  Comyn  deprived  the  Irish  language  movement 
of  one  of  the  earliest  of  its  workers  of  the  last  thirty  years,  and  one  of  the 
most  reputed  of  Irish  scholars  of  that  period.  His  death  took  place  but  a 
short  period  before  that  of  Dr.  Ingram.  Mr.  D.  J.  O'Donoghue  kindly  under- 
took to  write  his  memoir  and  a  bibliography  of  his  writings  which  was  to 
have  appeared  in  the  next  number,  but  the  publication  of  the  memoir  has 
given  place  to  that  of  Dr.  Ingram,  and  will  appear  in  a  later  number. 

r  By  the  death  of  Mr.  Henry  Egan,  the  Gaelic  League,  Sinn  £eiti,  and 
library  movements  have  lost  a  scholarly  and  strenuous  supporter.  The  sad 
news  reached  us  after  the  revised  proofs  of  the  report  had  been  made  up 
for  printing.  An  extended  notice,  with  a  bibliography  of  his  writings,  will 
appear  in  the  Journal. 

Another  name,  that  of  Dr.  John  Strachan,  although  not  actually  a 
member,  demands  special  reference.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  Council 
to  have  recommended  to  the  General  Meeting,  the  names  of  himself  and 
others  for  honorary  membership.  His  profound  knowledge  of  Celtic 
philology,  his  service  to  Irish  scholarship,  his  contributions  to  Irish  litera- 
ture, his  associations  with  the  School  of  Irish  Learning,  his  enthusiasm 
in  his  work,  which  was  to  him,  voluntary,  commanded  the  deepest  ad- 
miration on  the  part  of  those  who  knew  of  this  work.  While  all  who 
had  the   good  fortune  to  meet  him   to  derive  some  of  the  knowledge 
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he  was  so  anxious  to  impart  to  them  can  only  feel  the  most  affectionate 
regard  for  his  memory.  His  time  outside  that  occupied  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  in  the  Owens  College,  Manchester,  as  Professor  of  Greek,  was  devoted 
to  the  Celtic  studies  which  he  loved,  and  to  the  placing  of  the  results  of  those 
studies  within  the  reach  of  others.  His  enthusiasm  succeeded  in  getting 
classes  established  in  Manchester  similar  to  the  classes  in  the  School  of  Irish 
Learning.  He  recognized  the  vast  importance  of  libraries,  and  in  his  own 
person  exemplified  the  means  for  scholarship  and  research  which  such 
institutions  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  student.  One  of  the  first  works  of 
the  School  of  Irish  Learning  was  the  formation  of  a  Library  of  Old  and 
Middle  Irish  Books  for  the  use  of  those  attending  the  School,  the 
formation  of  which  by  Dr.  Kuno  Meyer  was  supported  by  him.  A 
brain  and  frame  weakened  by  overwork,  was  unable  to  resist  an  attack 
of  pneumonia  and  resulted  in  depriving,  at  the  age  of  forty-five,  his 
wife  and  children  of  husband  and  father,  and  the  movement  to  create 
in  Ireland  Irish  scholars  of  a  force  that  cannot  under  the  most  favour- 
able circumstances  be  filled  for  many  years  to  come.  His  death  makes 
the  third  noted  philologist  within  a  recent  period,  for  Ascoli  and  Nigra 
have  passed  away  not  long  since,  but  they  died  old  men.  Strachan's 
loss  is  more  felt  ;  for  the  hopes  of  all  interested  in  Irish  learning  were 
centred  in  Kuno  Meyer  and  Strachan  to  create  a  number  of  Irish  scholars. 
To  Dr.  Strachan's  family  and  also  to  Dr.  Kuno  Meyer,  the  founder  of  the 
School  of  Irish  Learning  and  the  colleague  of  John  Strachan  in  the  work  which 
that  school  was  intended  to  promote/and  to  Mr.  Whitley  Stokes,  his  co-worker 
in  many  things,  notably  in  connection  with  the  Thesaurus,  the  Council  tenders 
its  sympathy. 

Another  name  connected  with  Ireland  also  demands  notice.  John 
O'Leary  passed  away  on  the  16th  March,  1907,  at  an  advanced  age.  Apart 
from  his  connection  with  the  Fenian  movement  and  his  editorship  of  the 
Irish  People,  in  which  much  of  his  writings  appeared,  he  had  since  his  return 
to  Ireland,  after  the  expiration  of  his  compulsory  expatriation,  been  identified 
with  every  literary  movement.  His  library  was  left  to  the  National  Literary 
Society,  who  made  a  selection  and  left  the  balance  to  the  Public  Libraries 
of  Dublin.  His  more  valuable  books,  however,  had  been  sold  in  his  life- 
time. 


NEW  LIBRARIES  OPENED  AND  ADOPTION  OF  LIBRARIES  ACTS. 

New  public  library  buildings  have  been  opened  in  Limerick,  Balbriggan, 
Drogheda,  and  Blackrock,  Co.  Dublin,  and  Rathkeale,  Co.  Limerick. 

The  only  District  Councils,  particulars  of  which  have  reached  the  Council, 
which  have  adopted  the  Public  Libraries  Acts  during  the  two  years  are  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Lismore,  the  Rural  District  of  Kinsale,  and  the 
Urban  District  of  Bray  ;  and  recently  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Castlebar. 
In  the  Balrothery  Rural  District  no  library,  in  addition  to  that  in  Balbriggan, 
has  been  erected,  but  plans  have  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Scott,  Architect,  and 
tenders  invited  for  the  erection  of  libraries  in  Swords  and  Lusk,  and,  mean- 
while, books  are  being  lent  in  the  Rural  District  through  the  medium  of  the 
schools. 

The  Rural  District  Council  of  South  Dublin,  in  October,  1906,  established 
a  public  library  in  Ballyboden,  Rathfarnham,  and  the  libraries  committee  of 
the  library  have  appealed  to  Mr.  Carnegie  for  a  grant  for  building. 

In  Glencullen  and  Stepaside  (Rathdown  Co.  Dublin  Rural  District) 
the  library  committee  while  waiting  for  library  buildings  to  be  erected  made 
arrangements  for  the  lending  of  books  through  the  schools.  The  people  of 
the  district  largely  availed  themselves  of  this  privilege.  In  Glencullen  the 
buildings  are  in  course  of  erection.    In  Stepaside  it  is  expected  that  the 
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building  will  shortly  be  started.  In  both  instances  the  sites  have  been 
granted  free,  for  trie  former  by  Mr.  O'Connell  Fitzsimons,  of  Glencullen, 
and  for  the  latter  by  Mr.  Burke,  of  Stepaside. 

In  Rathdown  No.  2  Rural  District  (Co.  Wicklow)  library  committees 
have  been  formed  for  Enniskerry,  Cuttlestown,  and  Kilmacanogue  ;  and  books 
are  being  lent  out  to  readers  periodically.  The  Rural  District  Council  have 
obtained  a  grant  of  £Soo  from  Mr.  Carnegie  for  a  library  in  Greystones,  and  the 
trustees  of  the  Burnaby  estate  have  offered  a  site  for  the  building.  Mr.  Butler, 
Dublin,  the  Architect  to  the  No.  1  and  No.  2  District  Councils,  designed  the 
plans  for  Glencullen,  and  has  those  for  Greystones  in  hands. 

In  Bray  two  free  sites  have  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  District 
Council  for  a  library  ;  that  on  the  Quin  estate  has  been  accepted.  Mr. 
Carnegie  has  agreed  to  give  ^2,000  to  the  cost  of  the  building. 

Plans  for  libraries  to  be  erected  in  Lismore  and  Cappoquin  have  been 
prepared  by  Mr.  George  Sheridan,  Architect.  Pending  their  erection  the 
Libraries  Committee  are  arranging  to  lend  through  the  medium  of  the 
schools. 

The  Youghal  No.  1  Rural  District  Council  (Co.  Cork)  have  established 
public  libraries  at  Inch,  and  at  Killeagh,  and  have  decided  to  apply  to  Mr. 
Carnegie  for  a  grant  for  suitable  buildings. 

The  plans  for  a  library  and  for  a  gymnasium  for  Kilkenny  city  have 
been  prepared  by  Mr.  Lowery,  architect,  Dublin. 

In  Dublin  the  Corporation  have  entered  into  contracts  for  the  building 
of  another  library  in  Great  Brunswick  Street,  Dublin,  at  a  cost  of  £9,997, 
and  an  extension  to  the  existing  library  building  in  Charlemont  Mall  at  a 
cost  of  ^3,400.  The  plans  for  both  were  prepared  by  Mr.  J.  McCarthy,  City 
Architect. 

The  cost  of  all  the  buildings  mentioned  is  being  defrayed  by  Mr. 
Carnegie. 

The  Council  regret  to  say  that  in  Deny  no  substantial  progress  has 
been  made. 

Particulars  of  the  powers  of  District  Councils  have  been  supplied  to 
persons  interested  in  the  movement  in  many  places  throughout  Ireland. 
The  Council  expect  that  in  the  coming  year  the  Libraries  Acts  will  as  a 
result  be  adopted  by  many  District  Councils. 


SCHOOL  LIBRARIES. 

The  system  instituted  some  years  ago  by  the  Dublin  Public  Libraries 
Committee  of  loans  of  books  to  schools  for  use  of  pupils  in  the  schools  has 
been  most  successful,  about  seventy  schools  have  taken  advantage  of  it. 


DEPUTATIONS  TO  PROMOTE  LIBRARIES. 

During  the  OijAeAccA-p  of  1905,  a  deputation  from  An  CumAtm  waited 
on  the  Ajvo  "peir-,  and  received  from  the  President,  Dr.  Douglas  Hyde,  who 
spoke  on  behalf  of  the  delegates,  a  promise  of  support  couched  in  language 
of  warm  approval,  but  this  promise  has  not  materialized  in  any  form  of 
practical  help.  As  there  is  in  each  Rural  District  at  least  one  branch  of  the 
Gaelic  League,  it  would  be  comparatively  easy  for  such  a  powerful  body 
to  induce  local  authorities   to  adopt  the  Libraries  Acts.      By  doing  so 
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they  would  help  the  poorer  students  of  Irish  by  providing  for  them  the  use 
of  the  dearer  Irish  books,  such  as  the  publications  of  the  Irish  Text  Society, 
Stokes  and  Strachan's  Thesaurus  Hibernicus,  Windisch's  Irische  Texte,  etc. 

A  deputation  from  the  Council  also  waited  upon  the  Congress  of  the  Poor 
Law  Officers  Association  at  Cork  in  August,  1905,  with  the  object  of  inducing 
the  members  of  that  body  to  help  at  getting  the  Libraries  Acts  put  in  force 
by  the  District  Councils.  The  Clerk  of  every  Union,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
perform  the  duties  of  Secretary  of  the  Rural  District  Council.  It  will  be 
observed  that  in  that  capacity  much  assistance  could  be  given  in  securing 
the  adoption  of  the  Libraries  Acts,  and  also  in  the  secretarial  work  incident 
to  their  adoption. 

A  deputation  from  the  Council  was  received  by  the  Teachers'  Congress 
at  Sligo  in  Easter  Week,  1906,  and  also  upon  the  Trades  Congress  at 
Wexford  in  Whitsun  Week,  1905,  and  similar  promises  of  support  were 
given. 

The  Council  regret  to  say  that  the  various  promises  received  at  the 
Irish  National  Teachers'  Congress,  Trades'  Council,  Poor  Law  Officers' 
Association  and  other  bodies  have  not  resulted  in  much  genuine  help  being 
given.  Progress  can  be  made  only  by  unceasingly  urging  upon  public  bodies 
the  necessity  of  libraries  and  their  duty  to  help  in  establishing  them. 
Although  of  first  educational  importance  their  value  seems  to  be  but  little 
appreciated,  else  such  apathy  would  not  be  shown. 


SUPPORT  OF  THE  PRESS. 

The  Council  desire  to  express  public  recognition  of  the  valuable  assist- 
ance given  by  the  Freeman  and  Independent  in  publishing  reports,  and  to 
the  two  weekly  papers,  Sinn  £em  and  the  Irish  Peasant  up  to  the  time 
of  its  suppression,  and  of  the  Peasant  since  its  establishment,  for  their 
general  support  of  the  libraries  movement. 


PRIZE  TO  omeAcuAS. 

A  prize  of  £2  2s.  was  offered  by  the  Council  for  competition  at  the 
OineAccAf  of  1907,  upon  "  The  possibilities  of  Public  Libraries  in  Rural 
Districts  for  the  advancement  of  the  nation  and  the  powers  and  duties  of 
Public  Bodies  respecting  their  establishment."  Although  outside  the 
scope  of  the  years  reported  for,  the  Council  are  glad  to  announce  that  the 
Committee  of  the  OineAccAf  awarded  the  prize,  the  winner  being  miceAL 
ITJac  An  Ai|\cmnig.  The  essay  will  appear  in  the  next  number  of  the 
Journal. 

OPPOSITION  TO  LIBRARIES. 

Up  to  the  present  the  movement  has  had  to  struggle  against  apathy 
but  that  apathy  has  in  very  limited  instances  passed  into  active  opposition. 
|    Apprehensive  that  the  library  may  be  the  means  of   spreading  immoral 
I    and  otherwise  undesirable  literature,  the  public  library  institution  has  been 
^attacked  with  vigour  and  its  very  claims  to  existence  objected  to.  The 
principles  laid  down  by  two  or  three  opponents,  who  themselves  were  in  the 
beginning  of  their  careers  benefitted  by  the  public  library,  and  still  found 
frequently  reading  there,  if  generally  accepted  in  Ireland  would  result  in 
the  closing  of  all  our  public  libraries.    It  has  been  well  said  by  Mr.  T.  P 
Fox  at  the  auditorial  address  of  the  Calaroga  Club  for  session  1906-7,  "the 
arguments  against  the  well-conducted  library  under  proper  supervision 
also  apply  against  teaching  people  to  read,  or  to  the  invention  of  printing." 
The  library,  the  high  water  mark   of   civilization,  is  an  intellectual  and 
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economic  need,  as  necessary  for  physical  as  well  as  mental  advancement. 
They  subserve  all  forms  of  educational  effort.  They  are  natural  allies  of 
college  and  school,  technical  or  otherwise.  For  example,  nearly  one-fourth 
of  the  readers  in  the  National  Library,  and  very  many  of  the  borrowers 
from,  and  readers  in  the  Dublin  Public  Libraries,  belong  to  the  University 
and  other  colleges  of  Dublin.  The  library  contains  facilities  of  which  a 
student  can  by  private  effort  supplement  knowledge  acquired  in  class,  or 
by  which  the  student  engaged  in  private  study  can  extend  a  limited  educa- 
tion received  at  school,  they  give  him  access  to  great  encyclopedias  and 
dictionaries  and  other  works,  so  costly,  that  they  are  otherwise  out  of  his 
reach.  It  is  pathetic  to  think  of  some  "  poor  scholar  "  in  country  parts, 
not  having  the  same  chance  of  educating  himself  as  his  brothers  of  the 
town. 

It  has  been  said  that  people  would  not  avail  themselves  of  libraries 
if  they  were  supplied.  This  is,  however,  an  indictment,  not  of  the  library 
movement,  but  of  our  systems  of  education,  and  v/e  commend  it  to  those 
who  control  the  latter.  The  minor  claim  of  the  newsroom  and  library 
to  be  the  means  of  giving  those  in  country  districts  a  wholesome  harmless 
means  of  spending  dull  winter  evenings  deserves  consideration,  but  in  a 
report  such  as  this,  justice  cannot  be  done  to  all  the  aspects  of  the  question. 


ABOLITION  OF  LIMIT  ON  LIBRARY  RATE. 

It  having  been  announced  that  the  Corporation  of  Dublin  had  before 
it  a  proposition  to  introduce  a  private  Bill,  the  Council  adopted  the  following 
resolution  which  was  communicated  to  the  Municipal  Council  : — 

"  That  the  restricting  of  Municipal  authorities  in  respect  of  their  powers 
of  levying  a  rate  for  Public  Library  purposes  is  most  objectionable,  is  an 
insult  to  representative  institutions  and  should  not  be  tolerated  ;  that 
such  restriction  is  all  the  more  noted,  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  such  limit 
to  a  rate  for  scavenging,  etc.  ;  that  this  restriction  is  an  insidious  means 
of  obstructing,  and  in  many  instances  of  preventing  educational  work,  and 
thus  operates  in  promoting  ignorance  ;  that  a  penny  rate  is  inadequate 
for  the  library  requirements  of  the  capital,  and  that  the  Municipal  Council 
of  Dublin  are  hereby  requested  to  embody  in  the  private  Bill  now  being 
promoted,  a  provision  for  the  abolition  of  the  limit." 


LIBRARIES'  ASSOCIATION  OF  ENGLAND  BILL. 

The  Council  having  been  asked  to  support  a  Bill  promoted  by  the 
Library  Association  of  England,  the  following  statement  was  adopted  and 
communicated  to  that  body  : — 

"That  the  Council  desire  to  state  that  while  they  recognize  that  the 
Public  Libraries  Bill  now  being  promoted,  is  intended  to  serve  the  pro- 
motion of  Public  Libraries  in  Ireland,  it  contains  provisions  (Clause  3)  which 
if  they  became  law,  would  not  serve  that  purpose,  and  they  feel  bound  to 
protest  against  terms  of  legislation  for  Ireland,  emanating  outside  of  Ireland, 
and  framed  without  knowledge  of  the  conditions  and  wants  of  Ireland. 

"  The  reasons  for  objection  to  that  clause  are  as  follows  : — 
"  1.  The  existing  authorities  to  adopt  the  Libraries  Act,  are  the  District 
Councils  ;  and  the  Library  districts  are  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts.  The 
proposal  in  clause  3  to  constitute  the  County  Councils  the  library  authorities, 
and  the  county  to  be  the  library  district,  and  the  authority  to  adopt  the 
Act  to  be  the  County  Council,  would  have  the  effect  of  substituting  the 
County  Council  for  the  District  Councils. 


H  2.  Nothng  has  arisen  in  Ireland  to  justify  the  change.  The  District 
Councils,  everything  considered,  have,  within  the  period  which  they  have 
had  power  to  deal  with  the  matter,  shown  considerable  interest  in  the 
subject.  The  reason  why  more  progress  has  not  been  made  is  mainly  due 
to  the  limit  on  the  Library  Rate. 

"3.  It  is  important  that  local  interest  in  the  library  question  should  be 
preserved.  While  it  might  be  possible  to  get  a  County  Council  to  adopt 
the  Libraries  Act  for  an  entire  county,  easier  in  point  of  time  and  trouble 
than  to  get  a  number  of  Rural  District  Councils  within  it,  to  adopt  the  Act 
for  the  several  districts — (which  is  questionable) — yet  it  is  at  present  easier 
to  get  local  influence  brought  to  bear  upon  District  Councils  for  acquisition 
of  sites  and  general  administration  than  through  the  centralization  of  the 
County  Council. 

"  The  Council  are  of  opinion  that  a  better  plan  for  Ireland  would  be  to 
follow  the  spirit  of  the  Irish  Local  Government  Act  with  respect  to  com- 
pulsory attendance  at  school.  That  Act  (sec.  74),  which  must  be  read  with 
the  Irish  Education  Act  (1892),  provides  that  any  County  Council  may 
by  resolution  and  shall  on  application  made  by  any  Rural  District  Council 
apply  the  provisions  of  the  Education  Act.  By  amending  the  proposed 
Bill  to  follow  that  spirit,  the  District  Councils  would  still  be  the  library 
authorities,  and  have  power  to  compel  the  adoption  of  the  Act,  and  in  cases 
where  the  District  Councils  delayed  in  moving,  the  County  Councils  could  do 
so,  and  thus  a  second  force  would  be  acquired.  This  might  involve  largely 
recasting  the  Bill.  If  the  Bill  cannot  be  amended,  then  the  only  alternative 
is  to  apply  clause  2  only,  removing  the  limit  on  library  rate  ;  clause  6,  freeing 
library  buildings  from  rating  ;  and  clause  7,  enabling  library  authorities 
to  defray  costs  of  lectures  and  exhibits,  should  be  alone  applied  to  Ireland. 
Enactments  in  the  terms  of  clauses  2  and  7  are  already  very  necessary  for  the 
progress  of  the  public  library. 

"The  Council's  opinion  is  limited  to  the  Bill  so  far  as  it  affects  Ireland. 
Its  application  to  England  is  a  matter  for  those  representing  library  opinion 
in  England  and  not  for  outsiders." 


MARSH'S  LIBRARY— FACILITIES  TO  OUR  MEMBERS. 

In  Marsh's  Library  in  1905,  there  was  exhibited  a  collection  of  early 
Dublin  printed  books,  kindly  given  for  the  purpose,  by  Mr.  E.  R.  McClintock 
Dix.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  such  exhibitions  will  be  repeated  or  made  per- 
manent in  the  National  Museum  and  in  a  museum  which  we  hope  to  see 
associated  with  the  Municipal  Libraries,  as  they  are  a  practical  means  of 
stimulating  an  interest  in  that  delicate  craft  in  which  Dublin  tradesmen 
formerly  excelled.  Marsh's  Library  is  only  open  for  a  couple  of  hours  daily, 
but  Mr.  Phelp,  the  Assistant  Librarian,  kindly  offered  to  attend  for  the 
convenience  of  the  members  outside  the  regular  hours.  The  thanks  of  An 
Cum  Ann  are  due  to  him  for  his  courtesy. 


ORDNANCE  LETTERS. 

The  question  of  the  publication  of  the  letters  written  by  John  O'Donovan 
and  others  in  connection  with  the  Ordnance  Survey  also  engaged  the  attention 
of  the  Council.  The  matter  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  County 
Down  County  Council  with  the  object  of  inducing  that  body  to  defray  the 
cost  of  publication  of  the  letters  and  townland  names,  etc.,  relating  to  that 
county. 
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The  County  Council  though  disposed  to  comply  with  the  request  have 
been  advised  that  they  have  no  power  to  do  so.  The  letters  and  town- 
land  names  must,  therefore,  be  brought  out  without  any  help  from  sources 
outside  the  members.  The  letters  referring  to  Co.  Down  have  been  printed, 
but  the  proofs  have  not  yet  been  revised.  The  Council  cannot  recommend 
that  the  letters  should  be  produced  in  one  volume  with  the  townland  names 
and  illustrations  unless  the  members  provide  sufficient  money  for  the 
purpose.  This  they  could  do  by  each  obtaining  one  or  two  other  members. 
If  the  membership  were  doubled,  the  Council  would  feel  justified  in  recom- 
mending this  expenditure  to  be  incurred,  but  on  the  basis  of  the  members 
being  limited  to  existing  numbers  they  can  only  recommend  publication 
by  instalments.  The  Council  consider  that  this  is  a  matter  to  be  deplored. 
If  the  members  wish  to  ensure  the  letters  and  townland  names  being  pub- 
lished together  in  one  volume,  the  remedy  is  in  their  own  hands. 

SPECIAL  WORK  FOR  COUNTY  MEMBERS. 

It  is  important  that  members  resident  in  the  country  should  not  neglec 
any  opportunity  of  educating  local  opinion  upon  the  advantages  of  newsrooms 
and  libraries,  and  the  necessity  for  their  establishment  ;  also  that  all  infor 
mation  respecting  the  movement,  whether  for  or  against  library  foundation 
as  well  as  in  reference  to  work  in  libraries,  dates  of  rare  libraries,  and  general 
library  news  should  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Council.  Members  are  there- 
fore requested  to  note  anything  bearing  upon  these  subjects,  and  communi- 
cate the  information  to  the  Council  at  their  earliest  convenience. 

PRINTING  OF  TOWNLAND  NAME  BOOKS. 

The  Council  have  been  endeavouring  to  procure  that  the  Townland  Name 
Books  which  are  in  the  Ordnance  Survey  Department,  Phoenix  Park,  should 
be  printed  at  public  cost,  and  that  pending  the  printing,  copies  should  be 
made  and  placed  in  the  Royal  Irish  Academy,  where  the  original  letters  are 
deposited, -and  also  in  the  National  Library,  and  with  the  Councils  of  the 
Counties  to  which  they  relate.  There  is  great  danger  of  the  writing  upon  these 
name  books  becoming  obliterated  by  time,  and  this  matter  admits  of  no 
delay.  The  usual  objection  of  expenses  has  been  made.  The  matter  is  of 
national  importance  and  should  not  be  allowed  to  rest  with  this  objection. 

CONGRESS. 

The  Council  consider  that  the  proportion  to  which  An  Cum  Ann  has  grown, 
and  the  number  of  libraries  which,  have  now  been  started,  demand  that  a 
Congress  should  be  held  next  year  of  those  in  Ireland  who  are  interested  in 
library  promotion,  and  urge  upon  their  successors  to  take  up  this  important 
work. 

REPRODUCTION  OF  ILLUSTRATIONS  FROM  JOURNAL. 

In  view  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring  portraits  of  the  writers  which  have 
appeared  in  the  Journal,  and  of  the  desire  of  members  to  procure  copies  for 
framing,  the  Council  decided  to  reproduce  a  copy  of  each  for  the  members, 
viz.  : — 

Thomas  Davis. 
Rev.  Maxwell  Close 

John  O' Donovan,  reproduction  of  Charles  Grey's  painting. 

Do.       reproduction  of  Bernard  Mulrenan's  painting. 
Very  Rev.  Mgr.  O'Laverty. 

Do.       reproduction  of  Miss  Harrison's  painting. 
All  of  which  will  be  forwarded  to  the  members  with  the  report. 
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